154                                         KAMMOHTTN' ROT

a Nanak, a Ramanand and a Chaitanaya must veil its face. He
believed not that Christ was God, but that God's word was in
Christ.

Rammohun Roy might have possibly believed in the Chris-
tian miracles, but the same authority which makes this state-
ment also assures us that he considered that "the miracles
were not the part of the Christian religion, the best adapted to
the conviction of sceptics," and "that the internal evidence of
Christianity had been the most decisive of his conviction." It
is therefore manifest that Rammohun Roy believed that the
doctrines of Christianity, like the truths of Astronomy and
Geology, rested not on the persona.1 authority of the teacher,
but on their own authority, on the authority of absolute truth.
They rested not, in his opinion, 011 miracles, for if they did,
Christianity would be in the same position as Hinduism, winch
he had denounced as a false religion. He thought that the more
superstitious a nation was the stronger was the claim to mira-
cles. The Hindus tell us that the Vedas were breathed out by
Brahma, and are a miracle, and that Vyas, the author of the
Vedant had miraculous inspiration, visions, and revelation,
The Mahomedans likewise tell us that the Koran is a miracle,
and that Mahomet held frequent cojnmunion with the spiritual
world. In the religion of the Koles, the Koonds, and the
Kareens, all is mira,cle, and its authority according to
miracle-mongers ought to be the best in the world. Rammohun
Roy knew and felt that in resting Christianity on this basis, he
would rest it on the same foundation not only with Hinduism
and Mahomedanism, but with the lowest form of Polytheism
and Fetishism. If Rammohun Roy believed in the Christian
miracles at all, he must have believed only in their possibility,
not as transgressions of all law which God has made, but in
their conformity with some law out of our reach. He must
have regarded them as modes of divine manifestation not
understood by man. Viewed in this light, life and death, mind
and soul, are miracles.

We  are free to  confess that  from  his attendance  at  their